Assessment of the risk of needlestick injuries associated with intravitreal injections.
To assess the overall risk of needlestick injuries (NSIs) associated with intravitreal injection, and more specifically related to the practice of compounding pharmacies of applying informational adhesive stickers to repackaged bevacizumab injection syringes. This cross-sectional study involved an online survey of retina specialists in the United States. Of the 717 invited retina specialists, 158 (22%) responded to the online survey. The respondents reported using 1 pair of gloves (51%), no gloves (46%), or 2 pairs of gloves (3%) during intravitreal injection. Repackaged bevacizumab syringes distributed by compounding pharmacy were used by 89% of the respondents, and 63% reported that the adhesive sticker was applied directly to the syringe. Unintentional adhesion between the sticker and hand or glove was experienced by 9% of respondents. At least 1 NSI during intravitreal injection was experienced by 8% of respondents, and sticker-related injury was reported by 3%. The sticker was perceived to increase risk for NSI by 33% of respondents. This survey showed that 8% of the responding physicians surveyed have experienced at least one NSI during intravitreal injections, of which approximately one third was attributed to the adhesive sticker. Direct application of misfitting stickers to repackaged syringes by compounding pharmacies may be a practice that can aggravate the risk of NSI.